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SUBJECT: GUYANESE POLITICAL LEADER SPEAKS IN TRINIDAD 

1. DR. CHEDDI JAGAN, GUYANESE OPPOSITION PEOPLES PROGRESSIVE PARTY 
LEADER, GAVE PUBLIC LECTURE IN PORT OF SPAIN FRIDAY EVENING, JUNE 21. 

2. LECTURE HAD BEEN ANNOUNCED ON FRONT PAGE OF MORNING PRESS AND 
WAS HELD IN 800 CAPACITY MEETING HALL OF TRINIDAD'S LARGEST UNION 
(GOVERNMENT AND FEDERATED WORKERS-NUGFW ) IN DOWNTOWN PORT OF SPAIN. 
ATTENDANCE, HOWEVER, BUMBERED BARELY 100 AND AUDIENCE RESPONSE WAS 
LACKADAISICAL AT BEST ACCORDING TO EMBOFFS WHO ATTENDED. 

3. ALTHOUGH JAGAN WAS ENROUTE BACK TO GUYANA FROM EXTENDED TRIP 
ABROAD WHICH INCLUDED ATTENDANCE AT HIS SON’S UNIVERSITY GRADUATION 
IN CALIFORNIA, SPEECH DID NOT DRAW ANY INSIGHTS FROM RECENT 
TRAVELS AND WAS LARGELY NON-TOPICAL. PRINCIPAL THEME WAS A PRIMER 
ON MARXISM-LENINISM AND, ALTHOUGH JAGAN SPOKE WELL, LECTURE WAS 
DATE AND CANNED, APPEARING TO HAVE BEEN GIVEN IN MUCH SAME FORM 
MANY TIMES BEFORE, POSSIBLE AS EARLY AS THIRTY YEARS AGO. 

4. FOR HIS TRINIDAD AUDIENCE JAGAN HAD LITTLE TO SAY ABOUT 
TRINIDAD SPECIFICALLY, BUT HE DID SPEND FIFTEEN MINUTES CASTIGATING 
BURNHAM GOVERNMENT IN GUYANA. HE CHARACTERIZED BURNHAM'S 
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"COOPERATIVE SOCIALISM" AS A RIGHTEST DEVIATIONISM AND A BETRYAL 
OF TRUE MARXIST-LENINST THEORY. HE CLAIMED THAT "FORCE AND 
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FRAUD" HAD MADE A MOCKERY OF GUYANA'S CONSTITUTION AND WARNED 
TRINIDADIANS THAT SELECTION OF LEADERS WAS EVEN MORE IMPORTANT THAT 
CONSTITUTIONAL REVISION. IGNORING IMPACT OF THIS YEAR’S PETROLEUM 
PRICE INCREASES, HE BLAMED GUYANA'S PRESENT PRECARIOUS FINANCIAL 
SITUATION ENTIRELY ON FAILURE CORRECTLY TO APPLY MARXIST THEORY. 

HE ASSERTED THAT COOPERATIVES WOULD NEVER FLOURISH IN TANDEM WITH 
CAPITALISM BUT COOPERATIVE MOVEMENT COULD ONLY COME INTO ITS 
OWN IN A SOCIALIST SOCIETY. 

5. JAGAN ROUNDLY DENOUNCED THEORY OF CONVERGENCE BETWEEN 
ADVANCED CAPITALIST AND COMMUNIST STATES, BUT GAVE EXTREMELY GARBLED 
REASONING FOR HIS POSITION. 

6. COMMENT: DR. JAGAN'S APPEARANCE IN TRINIDAD WAS CLOSEST THING 
TO A NON-EVENT POSSIBLE FOR A POLITICIAN OF SUCH PAST PROMINENCE IN 
COMMONWEALTH CARIBBEAN. EVEN THE LEADERSHIP OF THE NUGFW WHERE 
JAGAN SPOKE FAILED TO ATTEND THE SPEECH. A PROMINENT LAWYER HERE 
(MITRA SINANAN), WHO HAD KNOWN JAGAN WELL PERSONALLY DURING DAYS OF 
THE FEDERATION, TOLD DCM THAT HE AND OTHERS WHO HAD ONCE SEEN JAGAN 
OFTEN HAD COMPLETELY DROPPED OUT OF CONTACT WITH HIM AND FELT THAT 
JAGAN'S WIFE HAD INFLUENCED HIS RADICALISM TO THE POINT OF 

LOSING CONTACT WITH CURRENT REALITY. 

MILLER 
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